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This paper is responsive to the Final Rejection dated August 5, 2002. 
Before treating the rejection, there are two important points which must be 
dealt with. 

First, the rejection is indicated as being final. However, claim 17 is now 
"rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cheo (US Patent 
6,031,850)." In the previous Office Action, the -102(b) rejection on Cheo 
specifically skipped claim 1 7, and claim 1 7 was not otherwise rejected under 
-102(b). Therefore, rendering the rejection final was premature, it should be 
withdrawn according to MPEP 706.07(e) and a complete action on the merits 
provided. 

Second, on page 3 of the rejection, at lines 5 and 6, it is stated 
"Applicant's intended to use misleading language in the claims to claim the 
invention." The undersigned attorney has every right to take umbrage at this 
serious accusation. The undersigned attorney will, if necessary, consult with the 


Examiner's supervision, and management, to resolve this apparent insult. However, 
at the present time, the undersigned attorney chooses to treat this statement as an 
indication of the lack of command of the English language which the Examiner 
exhibits not only in the papers of this application, but on the telephone. In a 
telephone interview with the Examiner on September 10, 2002, it became clear 
that English is not a language in which the Examiner is competent. In that 
interview, the undersigned attorney asked the Examiner to reflect upon what he 
meant by that statement, and when it was clear to him what he meant, to 
communicate that meaning to the undersigned attorney. Subsequently, the 
Examiner called to request only written communication. 

Third, in the September 10 interview, the Examiner indicated that the word 
"oblong" meant to him anything which was somewhere between a square and a 
circle. Such is not the case. Attached herewith and hereby made a part hereof are 
copies of three dictionaries indicating what the word "oblong" means. These 
dictionaries are: Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Language, 
Second College Edition, Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, Webster's 
New Collegiate Dictionary. It is here suggested that the Examiner must be more 
careful in treating the claimed subject matter accurately within the accepted 
meanings of words in the English language. 

1 . Claims 14-17 and 19-21 are rejected as anticipated by Cheo. In the 
fourth and fifth line of the explanatory paragraph of this rejection, it is stated that 
"each core... having an oblong (irregular) cross sectional, an isometric matrix of 
doped cores...." The rejection thus equates "oblong" to "irregular" and to 
"isometric matrix" as stated hereinbefore. This is impermissible and is contrary to 
the English language. 

In the specification, page 8, an explanation of the modes in an elongated 
core explains how linear polarization is assured. At lines 20-21, it is stated "The 


• 

core 35 need not be rectangular" (which is the shape shown in Figs. 7 and 8) "so 
long as it is oblong, and may for instance be slightly rounded or highly elliptical." 
(Emphasis added). The language quoted from page 8 of the specification is 
consistent with the dictionary definition of "oblong". The assumption by the 
Examiner that "oblong" can mean "irregular" or "isometric matrix" is inconsistent 
with page 8 of the specification and with the English language as expressed in the 
dictionaries. 

Claim 14 requires (line 4) "Each core having an oblong cross section" and 
(lines 6-8) "oriented. ..with their long axis perpendicular to said line. ..(line 10) 
"thereby to provide a linearly polarized output laser beam." In Cheo, the cores are 
not oblong, they are hexagonal. The cores do not have a long axis, since hexagons 
do not have a long axis. And, in Cheo, the lasers do not provide a linearly polarized 
output laser beam. Therefore, claim 14 is not only not anticipated by Cheo, it is 
not even remotely suggested in Cheo. Claims 15, 16 and 19-21 depend from claim 
14 and are patentable for the same reasons. Therefore, reconsideration of claims 
14-17 and 19-21 and allowance thereof over Cheo is hereby respectfully requested. 
The response to applicants' argument states at lines 6 and 7 "Cheo discussed 
about the oblong cross section note cols. 3-6, see Figs. 3-5". However, all of that 
is hexagonal and not oblong. In line 10, the response refers to linearly polarized 
output laser beam, see fig 1 ." There is no linearly polarized output laser beam in 
Fig. 1 of Cheo. 

3. Allowance of claims 1-13 is noted with gratitude. 

4. The allowability of claim 18 if in independent form is noted with 
gratitude; however, in view of the clear patentability of its parent claim 14, claim 
1 8 is not being amended at this time. 

5. Reference is made to "prior art not made of record and not relied 
upon"; however, it is not seen that any prior art was made of record in this Office 
Action. 
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6. As described hereinbefore, the final rejection is premature and 
should be withdrawn. 

7. Should the foregoing not be persuasive, a telephone interview with 
the Examiner and with the Examiner's supervisor is hereby respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



M. P. Williams 
Attorney of Record 
Phone: 860-649-0305 
Fax: 860-649-1385 


Email: mel@melpat.com 

210 Main Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 

Date: September 23, 2002 
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981 obscurant 

ly slanting position or direction; neither perpendicular nor 
horizontal; not level or upright; inclined 2. not straight 
n to the point; not straightforward; indirect 3. evasive, 
:t disingenuous, underhand, etc. 4. indirectly aimed at or 
m attained [oblique results/ 5. Anal, designating or of any 
of certain muscles obliquely placed and attached 6. Bot, 
d- having the sides unequal, as some leaves 7. Geotn. with 
it its axis not perpendicular to its base [an oblique cone/ 
al 8. Gram, designating or of any ease except the nominative 
it and the vocative (and, sometimes, the accusative) — n. an 
Is oblique angle, muscle, etc. — vi. ob liqued 7 , obliqu'ing 

1. to veer from the perpendicular; slant 2. Mil. to change 
the direction of march by approximately 45 degrees — adv. 

y Mil. at an angle of 45 degrees — ob-lique'ly adv. — 
ob-lique'ness n. 

is oblique angle any angle other than a right angle; acute 
or obtuse angle 

)r oblique sailing a ship's movement in sailing on a course 

that forms an oblique angle with the meridian 
i, ob-liq-ui-ty (a blik'wa te, o-) n M pL -ties [ME. obliquitee 
>f < L. obliquitas] 1 . the state or quality of being oblique 

2. an oblique statement, action, etc. 3. a turning aside 
5S from moral conduct or sound thinking 4. Astron. the 
y angle between the planes of the earth's equator and its 
d orbit about the sun, approximately 23° 27 ' and decreasing 
Is at the rate of 0.47" a year 5. Math, a) deviation of a line 

or plane from the perpendicular or parallel b) the degree 
tg of this — ob'liq'ui-tous adj. 

< ob-lit>er-ate (3 blit'a rat', o-) vt. -at'ed, -at'ing [< L. 

< obliterates, pp. of obliterate, to blot out < ob- (see OB-) + 
e litera, letter 1 ] 1. to blot out or wear away, leaving no 

traces; erase; efface 2. to do away with as if by effacing; 
0 destroy — SYN. see erase — ob-Ht'er«a'tlon n. — ob«lit'- 
er-a'tive adj. — ob-lit'er-a'tor n. 
ob-liv-i-on (a bliv'e 9n, o-) n. [ME. < OFr. < L. oblivio 
t- < oblivisci, to forget < ob- (see ob-) + (prob.) levis, 
d smooth < IE. base *lei-, slippery, whence lime 1 ] 1. a 
forgetting or having forgotten; forgetfulness 2. the con- 
)- dition or fact of being forgotten 3. official overlooking of 

offenses; pardon 
f ob liv i ous (-as) adj. [ME. obliuyous < L. obliviosus < 
;t oblivio; see prec] 1. forgetful or unmindful (usually with 
:s of or to) 2. causing forgetfulness — ob*liv'i-ous-ly adv. 

— ob*iiv'i*ous*ness n. 
d3-^P^ on 6-(Sb '16i) ) adj. [ME. oblonge < L. oblongus, rather 
d long~<I ob- (see ob-) + longus, long 1 ] longer than broad; 
d elongated; specif., a) rectangular and longer in one direc- 
tion than in the other, esp. longer horizontally b) elliptical 
r. — h. an oblong figure 

s ] ob-lo-quy (ab'te kwe) n M pi. -quies [ME. obliqui < LL. 
a obloquium < L. obloqui, to speak against < ob- (see OB-) + 
d loqui, to speak] 1. verbal abuse of a person or thing: 
a censure or vituperation, esp. when widespread or general 

2. ill repute, disgrace, or infamy resulting from this 
g ob nox ious (abnak'shas, ab-) adj. [L. obnoxiosus < 
a obnoxius, subject or exposed to danger < ob- (see ob-) 
n + noxa, harm < base of nocere, to hurt: see necro-] 1. 
I. orig., a) exposed or liable to injury, evil, or harm 6) 
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observe 


ing external to the mind 3 a : the objective case 
the objective case 4 : a strategic position to be 
>ose to be achieved by a military or naval operation 
ystem of lenses that forms an image of an object 

lement n : a noun, adjective, or pronoun used in 
complement to a verb and as qualifier of its direct 

Vob-'jek-tiv-.iz-om, ab-\ n 1 : any of various 
ig objective reality esp. as distinguished from sub- 
;e or appearance 2 : an ethical theory that moral 
ely real 3 : the theory or practice of objective art 

- ob*jec-tiv«ist \-ost\ n — ob«jec»tiv«is»tic 
ik, (,)ab-\ ad] 

^ab-Jek-'tiv-ot-e, ©b-\ n : the quality or state of 

"ab-jik-.tles-^X n 1 : a lesson having a material 
sis of instruction 2 : something that teaches by a 
ie 

^-.zha-'darX n, pi ob*jets d'art \same\ [F t lit., art 
irticle of some artistic value 2 : curio 
>-pr-,gat\ vt [L objurgates, pp. of objurgare, it. ob- 
re to quarrel, lit., to take to law, f r. jur-, jus law + 
to lead) — more at ob- ( just, agent] : to denounce 
[gate — ob»jur«ga«tion X.ab-jsr-'ga-shonX n — 
7 Xob-'jar-ga-.tor-e, -,tor-\ ad] 
XOab-'lanOO-se^-.latX ad] : inversely lanceolate 

-,blast\ n [Kussoblasf] : a political subdivision of 
* U S S R 

ob-i 5b-, 'ab-A ad] [prob. fr. NL oblatus, fr. ob- + 
datus prolate) ] : flattened or depressed at the poles 

- oblate«ness n 

it\ n [ML oblatus, lit., one offered up; fr. L, pp. of 
ayman living in a monastery under a modified rule 
»ws 2 cap : a member of one of several Roman 
mities of men or women 

i-shon, o-\ n [ME oblacioun, fr. MF oblation, fr. LL 
lo, fr. L oblatus pp. of ojferre to offer] 1 a : a 
ig of something inanimate b cap : the act of offer- 
istic elements to God 2 : something offered in 

-li-gat, -b-,gat\ ad] 1 : restricted to a particular 
n ~ parasite) 2 : essential, necessary — 6b«li- 

-l3-,gat\ vt [L obligates, pp. of obligare] 1 a : to 
morally : constrain b : oblige 2 a 2 : to commit 
eet an obligation 

ab-la-'ga-shanX n 1 : an act of obligating oneself to 
on 2 a (1) : an obligating factor that binds one to 
Dn (2) : the power in such a factor b : a bond with 
lexed and a penalty for nonfulfillment; broadly : a 
iding agreement or acknowledgment of a liability 
nt security 3 : something that one is bound to do 
debtedness 6 : money committed to a particular 

LITY 

)N, duty mean something that one is bound as a 
son to do or refrain from doing, obligation implies 
Dnstraint imposed by circumstances; duty suggests a 
ut greater impulsion on moral or ethical grounds 
Xo-.blig-s-'tor-o-le, a-, -'tor-; .ab-li-go-X adv : in an 
ner 

j-'blig-o-.tor-e, a-, -,tor-; 'ab-li-gs-X ad] 1 : binding 
ience 2 : relating to or enforcing an obligation <a 
equired, mandatory 4 : obligate 1 
vb [ME obligen, fr. OF obliger, fr. L obligare, lit.; to 
towards + ligare to bind — more at ligature] vt 
pel 2 a : to bind by a favor or service b : to do a 


ing active conscious knowledge ?V 
— obliv«i*ous*ly adv — obiiy.^ 


fulness 2 : the quality or state of being forgotten 3 - 0 » 
ignoring of offenses : pardon " ^ 

obliv.i.ous \-e-os\ ad] 1 : lacking remembrance, memorvE 
mindful attention 2 : lacking active conscious knowi^- 4 * ! 
aware syn see forgetful 
ness n 

Ob. long V'ab-.lorjX ad] [ME, ir.Loblongus, fr. ob- towards + jM 
long] : deviating from a square or circular form through do 
tion: a : rectangular with adjacent sides unequal b : rectaaL 
with the normally horizontal dimension the greater — oblong 

Ob*10.quy \ r ab-l9-kwe\ n [LL obloquium, fr. obloquifo^j*. 
against, fr. ob- against + loqui to speak — more at ob-] 1 • 
condemnatory utterance or language 2 : the condition of on£g 
is spoken ill of : bad repute syn see abuse 

Ob«nox»iOUS Xab-'nak-shas, ob-\ ad] [L obnoxius, fr. 6b in thel 
of, exposed to + noxa harm — more at epi-, noxious] I 
esp. to a hurtful influence — used with to 2 archaic : . 
censure 3 : offensive, repugnant syn see repugnant 
nox*ious-ly adv — ob»nox«ious*ness n 

Ob.nu.biJate Xab-'n^u-bo-.latX vt [L obnubilatus, pp. of c 
bilare, fr. ob- in the way + nubilare to be cloudy, fr. nubiluscto^ 
fr. nubes cloud — more at ob-^ nuance] : becloud — otMnMji^ 
tion \ (,)ab-,n (y)u-bo-'la-sh3n\ n 

oboe Yo-OboX n [It, fr. F hautbois — more at hautbois] 
1 : a nontransposing woodwind instrument having a conical 
body, a double reed mouthpiece, and a nasal and pene- 
trating tone quality 2 : an organ reed stop with a tone re- i; | 
sembling an oboe's 

ObO-iSt X'a-.bo-ost, -bd-wsst\ n : an oboe player 

ObOl V'ab-al, 'o-bol\ n [L obolus, fr. Gk obolos; akin to Gk : 
obelos spit] : an ancient Greek coin or weight equal to % 
drachma ( 

ob.ovate XOab-'o-.vatY ad] 5 ovate with the narrower end 
basal \: 

Ob. OVOid \- t v6id\ ad] : ovoid with the broad end toward the 
apex <an ~ fniit) . ' 

0b«scene Xab-^en, ob-\ ad] [MF, fr. "Lobscenus, obscaenus] 
1 : disgusting to the senses : repulsive 2 : abhorrent to 
morality or virtue; sped] : designed to incite to lust or 
depravity syn see coarse — ob»scene»ly adv 

ob.scen.i.ty \-'sen^t-^\ n 1 : the quality or state of being 
obscene 2 : something that is obscene \, ; 

ob. scut. ant Vab-'skyur-ont, ob-\ or ob*scu-ran»tic 
X/ab-skya-'rant-ikX ad] : tending to make obscure — ql* 
scurant n — ob.scu-ra-tion \ ( ab-sky3-'ra-sh9n\ n . B 

ob.scu.ran-Usm Xab-'skyur-OT-.tiz-sm, ob-; .ab-skyu-'ran-^ 
1 : opposition to the spread of knowledge 2a: deliberate Vagit 
ness or abstruseness b : an act or instance of obscurantism! 
ob*scu*ran«tist \-an-t9st, -'rant-ost\ n or ad] . ';f 

lob-scure \ab-'skyu(3)r, ob-\ ad] [ME, fr. MF obscur, bM 
obscurus, fr. ob- in the way + -scurus (akin to Gk 
conceai) _ mor e at hide] 1 : lacking or inadequately supoIWi 
with light : dark, dusky 2 a : withdrawn from the centers^ 
human activity : remote <~ country village) b : not reaauy^i 
derstood or not clearly expressed : abstruse c : lacking shovi 
or . prominence : inconspicuous, humble <an ^ R ^ man l tvi ^ 
d : not distinct : faint 3 : constituting the unstressed vowd AW 
or having unstressed \o\ as its value — ob-scure»ly adv -^agj 
scure-ness n A «^;m« 

syn obscure, dark, vague, enigmatic, cryptic, ambiguou 
equivocal mean not clearly understandable obscure inii)Ue$J 
hiding or veiling of meaning through some defect of expressioa^fl 
withholding of full knowledge; dark implies an lmperiect^ 
clouded revelation often with ominous or sinister suggesuoi 
vague implies a lack of clear formulation because imperfectly mm 
ceived or thought out; enigmatic stresses a puzzling, WW^J 
quality; cryptic implies a purposely concealed meaning; ambits 
ous and equivocal both imply the use of the same word in ^f Wi 
senses, ambiguous usu. suggesting inadvertence and EQurvocALg| 


S,ti?nate > 
6eje$olve 
„Jg)ertinac 
pjte^6f,reas< 
.remedied, or 
nate'iiiess n 
|syn obstin. 
Ij^d and "un; 
irgyerse or t 
If&uently si 
^tfag Vr attem 
Spacious su 
« s**S?Plie& a tho: 
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""""" 6 *" "uuwuc angle wun me meridian, 
j-nq'ui.tous («b.irk'wr.tfis), adj. Having obliquity. A 

otevrV.» e , P -L a ?S- ot - lhe earth 'f eauat< " «° d orbit teSlla 

"^^^^'^h^h ° bUv h to forget, 

foreetfdneT 2 St^ «r fa < .J 0, ?k t - ,ng '« or fact of having forgotten 
iSf ofKs; pardon ° r faCt ° f bemg f ° rg0tten - 3 0fficial 

0 -Sn ou with"oV feJS , ' wf ^ Fo < getf , ul ; not mindfu »; 

Syn. FORr-FTpnr nW 1 /" 8 ob, , lvIon ? causing forgetfulness. — 
3lh5& R ^??il ar v!?". h . a i'."™"ife ungual, f Sol lUSfe 


Ani'u^^il " or e. censurable; punishable. 2. A^ou> CAj'eyZy LeoaZ 
noxS!Sess~n Syn ' ^ REPUGNANT - ~ ob-noxWly, ad v . - ob' 

°K t r b a ; A 5 l°^r- ,CIt fr. F..Aau^ 0 «. See hautboy.] 
wJfif f'j a ui slen 1 er » slightly conical wood-wind instrument 
hiSkL^'h'i reed and a J thin « Penetrating, plaint ivf to££ a 

2Ri/x# f n * A r Performer on the oboe. 

^ft^i^r w'lsasr 3 An ancient Greek cohi 

(9° V8te (ob * 5 ' v5t >» Inversely ovate. See leaf, Illust. 

0void ' with the broad end toward 

Ob-scene' (Sb-sen'; 2), adj. [F. oftsc^ne, fr L o&scewu* />/, 
*fS 8 ' °k sc Kk nus < ^'-looking, filthyrobt'cenej 1 Foffidis-" 

* ™ Obscene _ 

•JiSfnh" 11 (5b - skQr ^ nt >. n. CL. obscurans, pres. part.] One Oboe - 
L h ow?e& U - ; o 0 b^fe trlV ^ ?0 hin K d6r tlJ , e P^ess-or spread of 

ofired!" 0 * (5b ' sku ' ra ' shfin >. n. Act of obscuring, or state of being 
Ob-scure' (ob-skur'), adj. [F. obscur. f r. L. obscure, orig , covered 1 

»yn. (1) See dark. 

mea^not^fp'aH^n'nr^?' ? ni *P? atlc . "TPtic, ambi ? uou 8 , equivocal 
mean not .clearly understood. Obscure imp es a hiding or veiling of 
£S meanmg though some fault in the thing or in the Person who 
would understand; dark, an imperfect or clouded revelation- va^ue a 

matic of a cl pu Z r z rs?-' often b ,?f ause not fuiiy ^-fit iJFa; 

mauc, a puzzling, mystifying quality; cryptic, a dark and enigmatic 
statement; ambiguous and equivocal, »Ve of the *» ™ wrTrd In f3s&™„f 
fttemptTo SS h ° WeVer ' impIying ^advertence; and « e uz^7aTan 
"pL 1. To make obscure, or dark, dim, vague indistinct 2 

°bei^ * - n =£.<-«^ !• ^ state of 

h/co /-u/ * i i omeone or something obscure, 

nrnn r ^ tG { oVse *rat>. v. t. [L. obsecratus t past part, of obsecrare 

(-ffa'shfiiS^^ Sacred -J To beseech; supplicate. — ob'se-cra'tion 

b.se'qui.ous (Sb-se'kwT-iis), adj. [F. obsdquieux, fr L odacaui- 
08U8,lr. obsequium ^ compliance, fr. o6««oui to comp y with fj 0 T+ 
sejrui to follow.^ 1. iVou; flare. ComDfianf : Hevn^H 9 


inuimive rules, esp. ot poverty 
ob'ser-va'tion (ob'zer-va'shfir 
as of rules. 2. Act or faculty 
which is observed, or noted- 
s ^entific studies, by recognizi 
chiefly pi the information oj 
taming of the altitude of a he; 
Sea * j l ^ n ^ n ^ e rence drawj 
served; hence, a comment; juc 
served; as, in danger of observ 
ing scenery, or the like, or in j 
car, platform, post. — ob'ser- 
ob-sexy'sL.tQ'Ty (3b.zur'vd.to'r 
building equipped for observat 
ology, magnetism, or astronoi 
purpose is making such observa 
ing a wide view, 
ob-serye' (ob-zurv'), v. l. [O 
turn, f r. 06- + servare to save 
action or practice to; comply vv 
spect or take note of as an auj 
emnize in customary form; as 
tention to; watch. 5. To perc 
an observation; say casually, 
ot; to ascertain by scientific ol 
A. a lo take notice, b To ma 
ment; — generally with on or u 
ob-serv'er (ob-zur'ver), n. On< 
tive sent to observe and listen 
gathering, b Aeronautics. Oi 
Plane in order to make observai 

tr. ob- + sedere to sit.] To be 
harass; to influence, as by a fix. 
ob-ses'sive (-s&Tv), adj. — ot 
ob-ses'sion (^b-s&h'un), n. 1 
son, or impelling him to action/j 
or impelled. Cf. possession. 
occupation with an idea or emo 
ob ; sid'i : an (ob.sTd'r.an), n. [ 
Volcanic glass; specif., except 
basalt obszdian), such glass hav 
ob'so-les'cent (ob's3.1&'ent; -'nt 
part, of obsolescere to wear out 
becoming obsolete. — ob'so-les 
cenMy, adv. 
ob'so-lete (ob'so-let), adj. [L 
See obsolescent.] 1/No Ion 
word, law, or tax. Abbr. obs. 
rent; out of date; as, an obsole 
absent; — of an organ or the like 
a related species or in an earli 
lete-ly, adv. — ob'so-lete-ness, 
ob'sta ; cIe (ob'sW.k'l; -str-k 1 !), n. 
to withstand, fr. 06- + stare to 
way, or opposes; a hindrance: ar 
ob-stet'ric (ob-steVrifk), ob-stet'r 
fr. obstetriz, -icis, a midwife, f 
stacle.] Of or pert, to obstetri 
obfste-tn'cian (Sb'stg-trlsh'an), * 
obstetrics. ' 

ob-stet'iics (ob-st^t'rrks). n.; se 
women in parturition; midwifery 
labor. 

ob'sti-na-cy (ob'str-nd-sT), n.; pi 
being obstinate; as: a Firm and 1 
opinion purpose, or system; stut 
efforts to remedy, relieve, or subd 
instance of being obstinate; an o! 
ob'sti.nate (-nit) adj. [L. obsti 
about a thing with firmness, persis 
an opinion, purpose, or course; n 
2. Not yielding to treatment, fo 
moved. — ob'sti-nate-ly, adv. — 
Syil. Obstinate, dogged, stubbor. 
and unyielding in purpose or cours 
perverse, adherence; dogged, down 
len persistence; stubborn, sturdin 
purpose, course, opinion; pertina< 
or irksome- mulish, an obstinacy 
— Ant. Pliant. 

ob.strep'er.ous (Sb.strgp'er.7ls), a< 
to make a noise at, fr. 06- + stret 
lably noisy; unruly. — Syn. See 
adv. — b-strep'er-ous.ness, n. 
ob-struct' . (»b.strukt') f v. L th. o, 
build up before or against, obstru< 
I o block up; stop up or close, as a 
with obstacles. 2 To be, o^ corr 


